


BEFORE THE AIAMMA SIATE EOARD OF PUBUC ACCOUiITANCI

I ITIE MATTEROF
I}IE COMPIAINT A6AINSI:
JAMES A. BEIL CPA

CERNFEATE iIO. 6946

RESPONDEI{T.

cAsE NO. 1&11

cs$4uGi@EE

The Atabama State goard of Pub,lc Accountancy, ('Boardr), havlng et idence that James

A" Bell (Respondent) ls h violatlon ofthe Boads Rutes ol Prclessioool Corduct SDvemlng the

Accounting Professlon, specifically, Rule 3Gx-a.OB(1Xa) (Ptor€sron ol Compe'€ncel, Rule 3Ox-

e .fEl,:llbl!tue Professtonot Care), Rule :l(}x+'Gtllllcl lPtsnning ond glwrviubrr, and Rule

3Gx+.O3(1Xd) $qffcrbnt Retevont Doto), Rulz 3Gx'6.03{3} (Accourtl,V P nc'desl,

R*ponden! desrdns" 
ul 5€x;::qffuo.,* 

herebv enterrnto thrs

consent A8r€€ment. gy walver datedift#:Z-; 2016 lattach€d), Respondent

acknowledged hls understandlng that he had a rlSht to a formal hearing ln this matter, and by

hh signatur€, knowlnSlywaived ch rl8ht.

@M!E
The lNestlsative commlttee ofthe Board hereby proffets the following charges and

factual alle8ations in support of thls Conselt Agreement'

1. Responden! James A. B.ll, is a cffttfted Publlc A@untant ln the state of

Alebama, and was so redstered at alltlmes relevant to this complalnt'

2. Respondent undettook to preparc fior Aho Products 401(k) Plan' an audh report

for the year endhg December 31, 2011, of that @mpany for submisslon to the Unlted States

Department of Labor ln compllance wlth the BnploYment Rctirement lncome S€cu ty A't'



Respondent subsequently prepared and submhted to the Department of Labor documents

comprlsinS ar audit report intended to be considered as compllance wtth thls act.

3. The audit report submltied was lnadequate in that it reflected a lack of the

prof€sslonal competence required of a certified publlc accountant a lack of tfte due

professlonal care required of a certtffed public accountant; a lack of plannlng and supetvlsion

requlred ofa certified publlc accountanq a lack ofsufflcient relevant data obtulned by the

certified public accountang and a lad( of complianc. wlth the applicable generally accepted

acountlng pdnciples promulgated bythe tune can lnnitute ofCertmed Publtc Accountants.

4, On Ma.ch 5, 2015, the Respondent eotered Into a Settlement ASreement betw€en

The Professlonal Ethica Commlttee ofthe American lnstitute of Certmed Publk Accountants

and the Alabama Society of CPAS (attachedl. The concluslons reached in the s€ltl€ment

ASreement utould suppon a findlng that the Respondent violated the Board's trures d
Prot€s otlf,l Conducl gtDvemlns the Accounting Profession, spedfiGlty, Rule 3CX+.03(1,(a)

lProfesdonql Conpctenc!), Rule 3G)c4.03(tllbl lDue Prclesslono, Core), Rule 3cx-6-.03(11(c)

lPlanntng ond Supeyision), Rule 3GX-&,.03(1Xd) (&r/rcrea t Rela'ant Ihb), andRule 3GX4.

.O3l3l lA@ountlog P acld6l.



sTtPuunols

5. The Board has acqulred and malntalnslurlsdlct'on over Sespondent by vlriue of

the llcenslng and dlsciplinary prcvlslons govemlng the Public Accouotlng Professlon, Cod€ o,

Nabano 1975, 5 *,-l *seo.

5. Rcspondent has been tully edvis€d of hls rights ln thls matter, lncludlnS the ri6ht

to a falr hearlng pursuant to the Alabama Admlnistratlve Procedure M,, Code ol ltobdno 7975,

5 4l-22-20, e!!eg. and Code ol Alabona 7971 S 3+1-1i!S€!t

7. Respondent understands that by submitting to thls Consent Agreement he is

wrMnghlsrlghtsassetfurthhereln,thusenabllngtheBoardtoadoptand€ntertl'sCrnsent

Agrecment wlthout furth€r prccess,

8. Respondent understands that the terms of thb Consent Agreement are sublect

to adoptlon or reiedion by the Board. lt ls undeEtood that, ln decldlnS whether to enter into

the Conser* ASreement, the Board may rec€ive oral and/or wrltten communlcations ftom its

staff, experts, attomey, or otheB regarding the allegations set forth above. Sudr

@mmunicadons shall not dlsqualify the 8oard, stafr, erperts, attorney, or oth€rs from

partlclpatlng ln lhls or other matteB affecting R€sponden! lncludlng a hearln& lf necessary, on

the underlyinS charges, vvhlch provlde the basls ior thls Consent order'

9. lf lt ls determined by the Boatd ot hs staff that Respondent has not fully

complled whh the terms and condhions of thls Consent Agreement, Respondent understands

that the goard may flle a formal complalnt and hold a dlsclpllnary hearlng agalnst R6Pondent

on the cha8es or fadual alle8atlons recited hercin.

gESEI

Based uPon the abore referenced AlleSatlons and stlpulatlons and walver

attachld hereto, Respondert stlpulates that the Board may cnter the following discipllnary



ord€r. Thc Eoard hereby censures the Respondent. ln addition, Respondent agrees to pay

t{tthln 30 days of the executlon of thk sgreement an administratlve ffne to the Eoard by

cashle/s dreck or money order ln the amount of Sr"00(l per vlohtlon for a totalofSS,Od).

frOR THE REiFO DE T

?/H!{u

o.,"o, AIG$-aanc-

countv* fDCn.nhAio-

subscribed and sworn to before m€, e Notary pubtic on ttrls &.NA dry "f$Fd&4ra$lb2015.

FOR THE EOAND

Attomey for the Respondent

Notary Publlc

offtce of th€



@
I have read the Consent Agreement set forth above and undeEtand and agree to the

tems and condhlons set forth thereln. I understand that I am waMng certain rlShts accoded

to m€ by the Nabama MmlnHratlv€ Pmcedure Aa, Code of Ndono 7975,5 4l-22-1459,,-

and the Publk Accountanct Act of 1973, Code ol Atobono 19'/5, 5 *1-l ql 594., lncluding the

rlght to a headng ln this matter, the dSht to confiont and cross Gxamine witnesses who would

t€stfy against me, the rlSht to testii and contest the drarges and allegatlons whlch could be

brought against m€, the ,ight to petltlon for reconsHeBtlon of the Eoard's declslon and the

rlght to seek revleu, of that declsion bythe Couns ofthls Stat€, lunderstand that by enterlng

into thls Consent Agr€ement I am enabling the Board to lssue an order lmposlng upon me the

@nditions reched h€rein wlthout funher process or proceedlngs. I knou,in8ly and intelllSently

walve all of the above dghts and any other righs whhh may be accorded to me by the Alabama

Admlnlstrattve Proce dwe Ad., Cod? 4 Atotunto 1975, 5 4l-22-l et seo., the Publlc Accountancy

Ad oJ 1973, @e of Alobqnv 1975, t 3+l-1 gl ,99., or other laws. I futher understand that, if

It is determined by the Board or its staff that I have not fully @mplied with lhe t€rms and

condltlons of the above Consent Agrcemen! the Board mayfile a brmd complaint and hold a

dlsdpllnary hcarlng agalnst me based upon the allegatio$ rectted ln the Cons€nt Agreement'

--?rl'L ,o Ake@=
#!^

so." ot No0r-ttrc-
Countyof f5331411'Jr-
., e*h-,. .^i a..h h h-*rr 6 r tl^irru On"rr. ^" ,"r. &$

WITNESS
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